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Hiroyoshi Ohashi* : A note on Arisaema monophyllum var. akitense 
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1) A floristic study of Mt. O-azuma, Miyagi Prefecture, and its neighbourhood. 
Ecol. Rev. 16 ( 1 ): 39-62, 1963. 
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Fig. 1. Fig. 2. 

Fig. 1. The spathe and spadix of the holotype of Arisaema akite?ise in the herbarium 
of the Botanical Institute, University of Tokyo, (xll/10). Fig. 2. The spathe and spadix 
of the specimen of Arisaema ?nonophyllu?n collected in Miyagi Prefecture in the harba- 
rium of the Biological Institute, Tohoku University, (xl). 
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Fig. 3. Distribution of Arisaema mojiophylhim (@) ane var. akitejise (x). 
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Summary 

A study has been made of the northern Japanese Arisaema plant that has 
been considered as Arisaema akitense. This plant, which is restricted to northern 
part of Akita Prefecture in northern Honshu (Fig. 3), is proposed by Dr. Nakai 
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in 1938 as a distinct but related species to A. peninsulae. However, after having 
examined the specimens identified by Dr. Nakai as A. akitense including the 
holotype in the herbarium of the University of Tokyo, the writer comes to a 
conclusion that actually the plant is not related to A. peninsulae but close to A. 
monophyllum. A. monophyllum, which is distributed in central and northern 
Honshu (Fig. 3), is strikingly similar to A. akitense in the number of leaves the 
number, shape and size of leaflets, the length of petiole, the length and breadth 
of spathe-tube, the shape and length of spathe-lamina, the length of spadix and 
the shape of appendix (Figs. 1 and 2). These characters are of considerable 
taxonomic signigicance in the genus Arisaema. In the herbarium materials A. 
monophyllum differs from A. akitense by having a blackish purple stripe at the 
basal part of spathe-lamina and a somewhat shorter peduncle. A sufficient 
degree of similarity in the mentioned morphological characters has been found 
to support the treatment of the latter as a variety of the former. 

The names of these plant and the synonymy are as follows : 

Arisaema momoplayllum Nakai in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 31 : 383 (1917); Makino 
et Nemoto, FI. Jap. ed. 2, 1499 (1931); Nakai, Icon. PI. Asiae Orient. 2: 122 
(1937); Kurata in Journ. Jap. Bot. 28; 362 (1953); Ohwi, FI. Jap. 254 (1953); 
Honda, Nom. PI. Jap. ed. 2, 340 (1957); Okuyama, Coloured Ill. Wild PI. Jap. 
2: 82 (1960); F. Maekawa, Hara et Tuyama, Makino’s New Ill. FI. Jap. 815, f. 

3258 (1961). - A. monophyllum f. integrum Nakai, l.c. (1917). -- A. 

7nonophyllu?n f. serrulatum Nakai, l.c. 284 (1917); l.c. 2: 122, t. 50 (1937). 

Nom. Jap. Hitotsuba-tennansho (Nakai, 1917). 

var. akitense (Nakai) Ohashi, comb, et stat. nov. 

A. akitense Nakai in Journ. Jap. Bot. 14 ; 629 (1938); Honda, Nom. PI. Jap. 
ed. 1, 456 (1939); l.c. ed. 2, 339 (1957). 

Nom. Jap. Akita-tennansho (Nakai, 1938). 
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